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Chetak- The Epitome of Loyalty

  Prachi Bagla*

Chetak was the favourite personal 
stallion of Maharana Pratap, 13th 
king of Mewar [1] and successor of 
Uday Singh II. It was a well built, sure 
footed, sturdy male horse of Marwari 
breed (in some texts described as of 
Kathiawadi or Arabi  breed) with a 
graceful appearance. Though not very 
tall, it had bright eyes, high forehead, 
curved ears touching each other at 
the top end, and long face. Its weight 
was more than that of normal horses. 
Documented to have a blue shiny coat, 
it was known as ‘neela ghoda’ (blue 
horse) and Maharana Pratap as ‘rider 

of the blue horse’. Chetak is also described as a ‘Horse with Peacock Neck’ (mayura 
greeva) as its neck resembled that of a peacock. 

Chetak was very active and aggressive horse, submissive only to Maharana. Its name 
means ‘the one who remains conscious’. True to its name, it had exceptional level of 
alertness.

It was very obedient, faithful and loved Pratap. 

Picture : Dr. Peeyush Jain
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How Maharana acquired Chetak

Maharana Pratap had acquired three horses 
trained for fighting in battles and well versed 
with rugged terrains of the region, named Chetak, 
Atak and Natak from travelling sellers belonging 
to ‘Danti Charans’ tribe in a small village Khod 
near Chotila in Saurashtra region of Gujarat state. 
These sellers had the business of selling high 
breed horses to kings in Gujarat and Rajasthan 
(according to some sources two colts, not three, 
were gifted to Maharana by the said traders). Out 
of these Atak got injured in the trail and was sent 
for treatment, Natak was gifted by Maharana to his 
younger brother and he retained Chetak for himself. 
Since then, Chetak became Pratap’s permanent 
companion accompanying him bravely in several 
battles including the Battle of Haldighati. Picture : Dr. Peeyush Jain

Pictures: Dr. Prasoon Jain at Maharana Pratap Memorial, Udaipur
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Who was Maharana Pratap

Maharana Pratap was the ruler of Mewar, a region in 
North-Western India in Rajasthan. Born under dynasty 
of Sisodias of Mewar on 9th May 1540 [2], he was son of 
Udai Singh II and his queen Jaiwanta Bai. Despite being 
the eldest, his route to the throne was not smooth. He 
had to suffer evil designs of his step mother Rani Dheer 
Bai who wanted her son Jagmal to be the king. However, 
Pratap was made the king when Jagmal was found unfit 
to rule by the court. His coronation took place on 28th 
February 1572 and his rule lasted till 19th January 1597 
when he died at the age of 56 years. [3]

Pratap is considered one of the greatest warrior and a 
man of determination and conviction as per the history 
of Rajputs. He did not follow footsteps of his Rajput 
predecessors who had given in to the expansionist moves 
of the Mughals. He is particularly remembered for his 
(Rajput) resistance against mighty Akbar in the Battle of 
Haldighati that gave him the status of ‘folk hero’.

Battle of Haldighati and the role of Chetak  

Akbar sent diplomatic missions to offer Pratap to create peaceful alliance. Pratap sent 
his son Amar Singh to Mughal court to refuse the proposal to which Akbar took  offence 
and hence, there was fierce battle between two mighty rulers in 1576 at Haldighati, 
some 40  km from Udaipur.. This battle, called Battle of Haldighati,  took place on 
18th June 1576 and lasted for merely four hours [4], perhaps one of the shortest yet 
prominent in Indian History.

Maharana was on the back of Chetak and he moved on to Haldighati with his army. 
The gimmick used in was to cover Chetak’s face with an elephant’s mask to confuse 
the elephants in the army. Akbar’s army was led by Raja Man  Singh II of Amer. Chetak 
brought  Pratap within striking distance of Man Singh to allow a frontal attack. Man 
Singh  rode an exceptionally big elephant. Chetak charged Man Singh’s elephant and 
placed hooves of its forelegs onto the trunk of the elephant to enable Maharana to 
target Man Singh accurately. Unfortunately Chetak got one of its legs pierced by tusk 
of the elephant while coming down. In the meantime, Maharana threw his lance at Man 
Singh but missed the target killing the navigator (mahout) instead.

Picture : Dr. Peeyush Jain
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Pictures : Dr. Pooja Baweja, Sikri

Pictures: Dr. Peeyush Jain
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 The war was unfair to start with in that Akbar’s army number-wise was superior (22000 
soldiers against 200000 soldiers of Akbar [5] ) due to which Pratap lost the battle 
despite high morale of his army. Wounded and bleeding profusely and under severe 
pain, Chetak sensed gravity of the situation and rode swiftly on his three legs with great 
fortitude giving his chasers a slip. In its gravely injured condition, it jumped 25 feet 
gap between two mountains.  It took its last breath (18th June 1576) only after taking 
its master to safe place. [6]. It was only due to its intelligent act and unprecedented 
loyalty that Mughals could not capture Pratap.

Picture : Dr. Pooja Baweja, Sikri

Pictures: Dr. Peeyush Jain

Maharana Pratap Museum and Chetak Samadhi

The inspirational contribution of Chetak is marked in golden letters in the history 
of Rajputs and that of Maharana Pratap. To acknowledge the role of Chetak and Pratap’s  
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supreme love for his  horse, Chetak Samadhi is built at the edge of the mountain pass 
in the Aravalli Range of Rajasthan, leading to Haldighati. It is reported to be the spot 
where Chetak had collapsed and passed away. Also called Chetak Chaburta, the campus 
is peaceful with probably not too many visitors. Though it is in the ambit of ASI, and 
declared ‘Monument of National Importance’ it requires better maintenance. Condition 
of Chhatris, structures and a temple in the campus speaks volumes.

Across the road is Maharana Pratap Museum also called Haldighati Museum that 
provides full information about Maharana Pratap. Founder and owner of this Museum 
is Dr. Mohan Lal Srimali who developed it with initial help from the Government and 
later with his own resources to pay a rich tribute to Pratap and to boost tourism in the 
area. Highlights of the museum are the weapons, paintings and  models showing scenes 
from Pratap’s life and a light & sound show detailing the role of Chetak in Pratap’s life 
(apart from glimpses of civilization and culture of Mewar and life of Maharana Pratap).

Pictures: Dr. Prasoon Jain
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Concluding Remarks

Chetak is remembered with deep reverence,  till date as the most obedient, faithful, 
intelligent, responsible and elegant companion of Maharana Pratap. There is no 
other animal in India’s rich history and folklores that has received such adulation 
and admiration. There are ballads, novels, researches, songs, folklores sung in Mewar 
region, poems, TV serials and movies on Maharana and his Chetak. 
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Considering Chetak as a synonym of speed, its name has been used by Indian 
Railways (Chetak Express), Bajaj Automobiles Ltd ( Bajaj Chetak), and Aerospatiale 
Aloutte III (HAL Chetak Helicopter).

If invincible Maharana is a symbol of valour, conviction and determination, Chetak 
is an icon and emblematic of loyalty, obedience and intelligence. Pratap lost Battle of 
Haldighati. How he reassembled his forces and reclaimed his land is a different line of 
history (not covered here) but Chetak’s role in that part is duly acknowledged. 

An immortal tale in the great Indian Medieval History and folklore!!
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